Mask Research
Congratulations!  You just graduated with a Ph.D. in Art History.  You have just been hired, on a trial basis, as a curator for the Art Institute of Chicago.  Congratulations again!  A cool, and prestigious job.  Your specialty is masks.  Now you must prove yourself!

Do you have a passport?  I hope so, because today you will travel around the world to all kinds of countries and locations… virtually, via the internet!  Use the links on my website to find a mask that interests you.
Use your extensive training, your degree in Art History, your expert skills and knowledge, to select and acquire a new ‘old’ mask for your museum’s collection.
Step 1:  Catalog your new acquisition.

Step 2:  Write the wall label. 
STEP 1:  CATALOG ENTRY FOR THE MUSEUM ARCHIVES

WHERE DID YOU FIND THIS MASK?

· Website Address/URL:

· Title of website:

· Today's date.

STEP 1:  CATALOG ENTRY FOR THE MUSEUM ARCHIVES (Cont’d)
INDENTIFY THE MASK

· Artist - who or which culture made this mask?

· When was it made?

· Who owns it now?

· What materials were used?

STEP 2:  WRITE THE WALL LABEL

DESCRIBE THE MASK
· Describe the colors. Use informative, descriptive words, not just a simple list.

· What shapes do you see in the mask? Look at the overall shape of the mask, the shapes of any openings (mouth, eyes, etc.) and any shapes that are added decoratively.

· What is the texture? If you could feel this mask, what would it feel like?

· Describe the form. What kind of physical space does this mask take up?

STEP 2:  WRITE THE WALL LABEL (Cont’d)
Write the wall label.  Patrons will read this on opening-night, the official unveiling of the new acquisition.  Make it catchy and interesting.  Your patrons have a lot of money, but a short attention span.  You must give them a lot of information in a short amount of time.  And you must hold their interest… otherwise, you may loose your job!  If the public doesn’t like what you have bought, your judgment may be called into question!
Respond to the following. Give details. Elaborate. Write as much as you can.  Sell this thing!  Your job is riding on it!  Make the patrons appreciate this particular mask.
· For what purpose was this mask made? Describe in detail. If you need, research! Research the culture or artist. Dig around on the websites and the internet.

· Why did you choose this mask? What caught your eye? What do you like about it? ELABORATE! Use attention-grabbing details. No boring writing! 

Print a full page picture of your mask. Attach to this handout. You may want to copy and paste the picture, then re-size it to fit the page. DO NOT DISTORT THE PROPORTIONS. Color the picture unless you are able to print a color copy.
Name:


Date:


Block:


Advisory:








